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ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOUR- 
AGEMENTS, WHICH ATTEND. THE 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


(Continued from page 22.) 


My 2d argument then is this; that a painful, ex- 
act, impartial study of the scriptures will by some be 
thought not only to do no good, but also a great deal 
of hurt, both to the public, and to yourself. 

First, 1t will do hurt to the public. It will disturb 
the peace of the church, and that cannot but have a| 
malignant influence on the state. 

it is certain that disputes in the church disturb the 
peace of it; and it is as certain these disputes have 





been gener ally raised by men pretending te a superior 
knowi iedye of the scriptures, and to discoveries that | 
have escaped others. The scriptures have always, 
heen made this use of by the heretics of old; and it is | 
the character of the great heretics of this and the last 
age, who have set up for a free and impartial search 
into the literal sense of the sc:iptures above the rest of 
the christian world. But with what success? They 
have purchased their pretended knowledge of the 
scriptures at the expense of their reputation, and their 
study has destroyed their orthodoxy. And were not 
their books and opinions carefully suppressed, and their 
persons rendered odious to the people, who knows what 
disturbances they might haye created to the church? On 
the other handgi ch has enjoyed for 
many years, among its own embers, seems to be ow- 
ing to no one thing more, than to a general neglect of 
this study ; and the dangers, that at present threaten 
its tranquility, come ‘wholly from men, who have en- 
deavored to revive a study that has so often proved 
pernicious to its peace. 

Nor can it well be otherwise ; for what security has 
a man that sets out in this way; that attempts to stu- 
dy the scriptures in a free and impartial manner, lay- 
ing aside all prepossessions and’ previous notions, re- 
solving to see with his own eyes, and judge for him- 
self, and to believe nothing that he is not upon his 
own search convinced.is clearly contained in them ?— 
What security has such a man, that he shall not fall 
into some opinions that have been already condemned 
as erroneous and heretical, or which may interfere with 
those that are commonly received ; which, if they do 
not immediately strike at any fundamental point, yet 
will be thought to do so; and may have a tendency 
to put scruples into weak minds, and to disturb the 
peace ofthe church, by raising doubts about the mean- 
ing or truth of some articles, or by asser‘ing that an 
explicit belief of them is not necessary? It is so nat- 
ural for curious and inqgisitive minds to deviate from 
the common road, and thé examples are so many, that 
it is odds but you do so too, unless you had more lead 
in your constitution, or a more refined understanding, 
than any curious man ever had yet ; otherwise you can- 
not be sure, that you shall not study yourself into 
doubts at least, if not into opposite opinions concerning 
some received notions. You will doubt perhaps of the 


authority or author of some canonical book, and think 
perhaps that some passages are interpolated, or that 
some celebrated texts are not genuine, or should be 
otherwise read, or have not been rightly understood, 





tending to Arianism, or the like ; 
ments brought from the Old Testament, to prove the 
trinity, as trifling, and proving nothing but the ignor- 
ance of those that make use of them. You may think 
a prophecy hasa literal meaning, where commonly the 
mystical is thought the only one. You may think that 
many texts in the New Testament, which are strong 
against the Socinians, do not prove against the Arian 
notion. That the title, Son of God, has not always 
one uniform meaning in the Gospel ; and that that sip- 
gle expression, of itself, is no proof of any thing in God 
analogous to generation in men. That the identical 
consubstantiality of the Son, the eternal procession of 
the Spirit, and many other notions relating to the trin- 
ity, though they may be true im.themselves, are not 
so in virtue of the texts alleged for them. These no- 
tions learned men have fallen into; and from thence 
it is to be presumed, you will not easily keep clear of 
them. J choose to instance chiefly in matters relating 
to the trinity, because it is the controversy now on 
foot ; but the like may be said om many other articles ; 
in each of which the truth is but one, but the errors in- 
finite ; and there is hardly any notion, with respect to 
any of them, which some learned man, by following his 
own private judgment, instead of taking the doctrine of 
the church for his guide, has not fallen into. 

Now, if you should study yourself into any new opin- 
ions, or into old ones that have been condemned, what 
will you do? Will you keep them to yourself, or pub- 
lish them? Or shall | rather say, it is no question.— 
The authors of new notions are apt to be very fond of 
them ; they think it barbarous @nd cruel, to stifle the 
infant in its birth. There is a se¢ret pleasure in singu- 
larity ; to differ from the vulgar is, in appearance, to 





be above them ; and to be distinguished from the herd, 
is too great a temptation to be easily resisted. But, 


you may reject argu- | church and setabiitiad faith will suffer by the scruples 


put into its friends, andthe handle given to its ene- 
mies. And, when religious disputes are begun, de- 
signing men know how to intermix affairs of state with 
them ; aid then nobody knows where they will end, 
or what mischiefs they may not do. Whereas, if you 
can be content to go in the beaten road 3, if you will 
implicitly submit to the received notions, and humbly 
think the judgment of the church, where it is not the 
same, better than your own, you will be out of harm’s 
way, and neither hurt the church, nor yourself. 
Secondly, | add yourself, as another motive that 
ought to have great weight with you in this question; 
for you cannot disturb the peace of the church, with- 
out being greatly a sufferer yourself, If you renily do 
not disturb its peace, it is all one, you will be interpre- 
ted to do it, and that will bring on you more evils than 
I would wish to my greatest enemy. In a word, you 
will be thought a herelic; a term, which there is a 
strange magic in, though it has no determinate mcan- 
ing: in the mouth of the people, nor any ill meaning in 
itself. It is supposed to include in it every thing that 
is bad; it makes every thing appear odious and de- 
formed ; it dissolves all friendships, extinguishes all! 
former kind sentiments, however just and well deserv- 
ed; and, from the time a man is deemed a heretic, it 
is charity to act against all rules of charity; and, the 
more they violate the laws of God in dealing with him. 
it is, in their opinion, doing God the greater service. 
That you may not think this is said at random, pure- 
ly to frighten you into a compliance with me ; let me 
desire you to consider seriously the natural consequences 
of being under the imputation of heresy. And the first 
I would observe is, that, from the moment your people 
have this opinion of you, you are incapacitated from 


| working much good upon them; and that, I am sure, 


had you prudence enough to govern your ambition, | so good a man as you are, must think to be a great 


conscience may come in here, and make you do what | 
The truths, you think you have | 


discovered, either are, or will be thought by you, of. 
‘ing with them, your generous and charitable regard to 


ambition could not. 


tco much importance to the honor of God and the good | 
of religion, to be concealed. You will look on them | 
as the blessings of God on your studies; and think it a. 
capital crime to extinguish the light, and suppress the 
knowledge he has imparted to you. In short, you will 
think yourself under the highest obligation not to dis-' 
semble in religious matters, and conceal, from the | 
church of God, opinions which you are convinced are 
not only true, but of great service to it. 


evil. While they think you orthodox, your virtuous 
arul inoffensive behaviour, ycur strict sobriety and tem- 
perance, your affable and familiar manner of convers- 


those who are sick or in distress; these good qualities, 
‘joined to your plain and easy, but affectionate and 
moving manner of instructing them, have a mighty in- 
fluence, and you may lead them as you please; they 


‘admire and endeavor to imitate your good example ; 


your virtuous conduct is a constant, though tacit, re- 


| proof when they do amiss; the very sight of you is # 
Let me then | lecture of virtue to them; and the influence you have 


conclude, that the novel or revived opinions, which | already had, in the little time you have been among 


your study leads you into, will be published to the | them, is too visible to be denied, 


what now will be the consequence? Certain | 
mischief, but no certain good at all. No good, J say ; 
for possibly your notions may be wrong, or not of conse- | 
quence; and, whether they are or sot, the presumip- | 
tion against you will be so strong, that your notions: 


will not be received, and perhaps a examined; they ' 


world ; 


‘have done, is at an end. 


But, from the time 
you are called heretic, much of the good, you could 
Those, who before had a 
secret veneration of you, think it their duty to defame 
and injure you ; your virtue they cali hypocrisy, your 
| humility spiritual pride ; they look on you as an aban- 
‘doned wretch ; that God has withdrawn his grace, and 


will becondemned as novel notions,or as exploded ones; that the devil is at the bottom of all you have been 
and, whatever you advance, it will be thought a cer- doing ; that nothing can better testify their orthodcxy, 
iain proof of its being of no consequence; that in so than to throw off all regard both to your doctrine aid 
many ages it has never been received, ‘There is no example ; ; and, for fear they should scem to be infect- 
room therefore toexpect, that what you advance should ' ed with your errors, they will return to the vices you 
be received, or doany good. But the mischief is sure had persuaded them to leave ; and, for the future, will 
and certain; it will raise scruples in weak, unstable take effectual care not to be the better for you. 

minds, sap the foundations of the orthodox faith, and; Nobody can do much good, whom the people do not 





or de not prove the point they are commonly brought 
You may fall into notions that will be thought 


for. 


rive a handle to skeptical men; who, because some 
things are called into doubt (though incidental matters 
only, and of little consequence,) will think they have 
a rizht from thence to question every thing. ‘Thus the’ 





think a good man; and that cannot be expected, 


when so much reproach and infamy will, right or 
wrong be heaped on you, if you do not continue orthe 
dox, And this you cannot doubt, if you will but re- 
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flect on what passes under your own eyes; and tliere- 
fore it is in vain to fancy your virtue will protect you. 
No, the most conspicuous virtue will not be believed. 
If you are guilty of noopen vices, secret ones will be 
imputed to you; your inquiries will be called vain, 
curious, and forbidden studies. Pride and ambition 
will be said to be the secret springs of thei ; a search 
after truth will be called a love of novelty ; the doubt- 
ing of a single text will be skepticism ; the denial of 
an argument, a renouncing of the faith. To say what 
the scriptures have said, and in the very same words 
too, if not explained in the common way, will be blas- 
phemy ; and the most sincere concern for the honor of 
Almighty God, you cannot be sure, wil) not be inter- 
preted downright atheism. Every thing you say, or 
do, will have a wrong turn given it. A slip of mem- 
ory shall be made wilful prevarication ; a mistake in 
a citation shall be forgery and corruption; an error, in 
an incidental point of learning, shall be a good proof 
that you know nothing. Every inaccurate expression 
shall be pressed into a crime; any little warmth of 





has much the same effect as the fear of no punishment 
at all. : : 

“The argument in support of both these schemes is an 
a priori one, 
edge of the operations of God before they come to con- 


The abettors of them assume a knowl- | day. 


consistent with the divine glory or not whee 
than the book of God informs us. The ede pr | 
‘and the ends of his government are not planned for 
It is not for thousands of ages, nor for mill 
that God’s glory is concerned. It is for eternity. jt 





sider his declarations; and when these declarations jis for the great whole of existence, which God 

are found they must all be squared with ideas pre- | can comprehend. It is therefore highly unphitosophi 
viously imbibed. In fact, the men of whom I speak | cal and unsafe as well as unchristian, to undertake to 
do not attend to the plain assertions of the bible, but / determine what shall be for the glory of God, or for 
hunt up some passages which are acknowledged to be | the good of his kingdom, by our own independent 
obscure, (such as 1 Peter iii. 19,) and build their faith | knowledge. We are absolutely ignorant on this ques- 
upon them. Now a fair interpretation of the bible, as tion and cannot be informed except from God himself. 
of any other book, is, to explain the obscure passages | Our concern is with matter of fact, of which we aré 
in such a manner that they may not contradict the’ competent judges. We can understand, if we please, 





plain ones. 


sort to a passage of doubtful import, to ascertain what 
his sentiments are with respect to that truth. 

“ The question with the Universalist may be very 
‘much simplified by reducing it to a question of fact, 





and in many ways, a particular truth; it is very un- sufficient for our direction, 
fair to throw aside all these plain declarations and re- character. 


If a writer declares in the plainest terms | the plain declarations of God's word } and these are 


God will vindicate his own 


‘Let itnot be forgotten then, we come to the ques- 
tion before us, as a question of fact; and we haye 
nothing to do but to take the testimony of God to set- 
tle it. ‘* What saith the scriptures,” is the “ov lage 


temper shall be aggravated into pride and positiveness, | and proceeding on the principles of the inductive phi- | TY which is consistent on this subject with the legiti 
into a contempt of authority and ill manners. In short,:Josophy. With the bible in our hands, acknowledged mate principles of reasoning. 


ail the indiscretions of a man’s former life shall be rip- to be a revelation from God, it ill becomes us to sit in | 


“On opening the bible we find that the same lips 


ped up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remember- | judgment on what God must do according to our feeble | Which commanded the apostles to preach the gospel to 
ed or strained to his disadvantage. And where isthe |‘and short sighted notions of justice. We must take | every creature, said, ** He that believeth and is bap- 


man that can be fond of such usage? For my part, I 

«m free to declare, I am afraid I should not have vir- 

‘ue or courage enough to undergo such a fiery trial. 
Now all this a man will draw upon himself, that 


>yings himself under the imputation of heresy. Where-' 


«s the orthodox man lives quiet and at ease, unmolest- 
ed and unenvied. His faults (and who has not some ?) 
hall be extennated or excused, if not quite buried in 
eblivion; his want of temper shall be a commendable 
zeal; his indiscretion, good nature ; his mistakes shall 
be imputed to haste or inadvertency ; and, when they 
cannot be defended, it will be argued in his favor, that | 
the greatest men sometimes err, and the writers of the 
‘irst rank are not always in the right; or perhapsa 
vaistake shall turn to his advantage ; it will be shown 
to be an error on the right side, and that a good cause 
drew him into it. His learning, on the other hand, 
suall be magnified beyond measure; every body wiil 
se full of his good qualities, and his virtues shall be 
et in the best light to show themselves and cover his 
‘aults. Ina word, ortho¢oxy atones for all vices, aud 
veresy extinguishes all virtues. That this is nothing | 
out the bare truth, I appeal to what you every day 
‘tear and sce yourself. 


Clo be Continued.) 
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‘of his works? 


the philosopher who proceeds on the principles of Ba- 
con and Newton, we must not presume before hand on 
what is the character of the divine operations. We 
leet be totally in the dark till we ure enlightened 
from the proper source. We must patiently learn the 
facts developed, before we can form our theory. Why 
should not this, whieh is allowed to be the only legiti- 
mate method of reasoning in philosophy, be acknowl- 
edged also in religion? Can we pretend to know more 


‘about the unsearchable God, than we do about some 


Can we ascertain from a previous 
knowledge of his character, what will be the cond uct 


ernment, better than we can the laws which he has 
Set in operation in the natural world ? 

‘The question respecting the extent of the atonement 
has nothing to do with the question before us; for 
whether the atonement be made for all or only for the 
elect, it still remains to ascertain whether there are 
no personal conditions of acceptance with God. A 
way opened for salvation is one thing, and walking in 
that way is totally another. The question then is, 
what is the fact as to individual salvation. And we 
are to settle this question, just as we do every other 
which has not come under our personal observation, by 
testimony. And what but the divine testimony is suf- 
ficient ? 

** Nor is the question before us whether the eternal 





icligions Controversy. | 


i 7° tie following, from: the Christian Speclator, is | this we are not competent judges. 


ovescuted to our readers, that they may have an op- 
portunity of learning the weight of argument on 
which the enemies of universal goodness depend to 
iofute or disprove it. The remarks which are sub- 
‘oiaed may, in some instances, assist the reader in 


damnation of the wicked is consistent with the glory of 


'his own account of himself, and rely upon it. Like | 


he will pursue towards the subjects of his moral gov- | 


tised shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned.”? And lest we should mistake the mean- 
ing of this denunciation, the Lord Jesus has given us 
\(Mat. xxv. 31, and onward) a particular account of 
ithe Judgment day. 

‘Tt take it for granted that this is the judgment day 
| which is meniioned in this passage, because no other 
}event in the kingdom of God can answer to the deserip- 
tion here given. It certainly cannot be the destruction 
of Jerusalem, as is alleged by some, because all the 
circumsiances mentioned, are totally diverse from that 
event. There was not, on ‘hat occasion, an assem- 
nor were they separated one from 
another; nor was t alogots to the 
' sending away of one class into *@Verlasing punish- 
! ment, (whatever be the tneaning of that phrase,) aud 
ithe receiving of the other i:to “ life eternal.” There 
is moreover, not even an obscure allusion to the de- 
struction of Jerusalem any nearer the passage in ques- 
'tion, than ten or twelve verses before the end of the 
preceding chapter; and that ingenuity which can 
bring together such distant points must be a wonderful 
talent indeed. 

“The Lord Jesus Christ informs us then, in the pas 
sage now before us, that he himself shall be the Judge 
when all nations shall be gathered before him, and 
that “the shall separate them one from another, as @ 
shepherd divideth the sheep from the: goats: and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on: 
the left.”? And then the particular sentence of condem- 


| 
 blage of all nations ; 









God, or with the ends of universal benevolence. Of] nation or acquittal is distinctly made known. Now Ll ask. 


We know nothing 
about God, except so far as he has told us; and cer- 
tainly, if we profess to take the scriptures for our guide, 
we should follow them withersoever they lead us.— 
For aught we know, the eternal damnation of the 
wicked, taken in connexion with the thousand other 





doing justice in his judgment relative to the argue | 


wenls which are designed to dissuade from Uniyer- | creation to the grand consummation of all things, will 


“Ww. 


me oe 


ON UNTPERSAL SALVATION. 


sere ate fo) classes of Universalists, one who main- 
‘aim that there are punishments in the future world, 
‘vt sot efernal; and the other that there are no pun- 
“tinents at all. Now, though there is at first sight a 
ronaiderable difference between these doctrines; yet 
on & hearer inspection they appear to be of much the 
ame character. Both are brought forward for the 
‘ame purpeése, to quiet the eonscience in the commis- 
ton of sing the fear of a limited prmichwent hereafter 


“ 


be a great display of God’s benevolence towards intel- 
ligent beings in general. For aught we know, all the 
inhabitants of this world are a very small part of the 
creatures of God; and for ought we know, those who 
shall be-cast into the bottomless pit will be nothing in 
comparison with the multitudes which no man can 


God. Of these things we are absolutely ignorant, ex- 
cept so far as God has told us. Until then we can look 
down the long vista of ages through: a boundless eter- 
nity, and comprehend the vast chain of causes and ef- 
fects in the kingdom of God, we have nothing to do 
with the question whether any particular doctrine is 





number, that shall shout hosanna before the throne of |separated one from another. 


here, who shall be separated one from another? Not 
surely the devils from the human race, asis alleged by 
some ; for the devils are not mentioned in this place as 
having any thing to do with this day. ~All nations 
shail be gathered, and separated one from another.— 
This is the answer which the passage itself gives ; and 


events in the divine kingdom from the beginning of| this is the only answer that can be given.. Would it 


not be exceeding unnatural, and contrary to the use of 


language, for the Saviour to say, ‘ before him shall be 
gathered all nations and he shall-separate them oné 
from another,’ meaning at the same time that the dev- 
ils should be separated from the human race? Sup 
pose a man should say that the inhabitants of a particu 
lar town should be gathered into a certain place, an‘ 
Would he mean by# 
that other people should be separated from these? . 
rather that these should be separated from each other: 
Besides, one- of these classes are doomed to be com- 
panions of the devil and his angels. Can any snap 


aie rates 
believe that all this sublime description terminate 
thus r—ethat the devil and his angels 


are to be the 














companions of the devil and his angels,—a mere truism, 
an identical proposition? Can such trifling as this be 
ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

«© Let us look now to the conclusion of. this subject. 
‘These shall go away into everlastilipusishment 
put the righteous into life eternal.’ Here then is the 
turning point. What is the meaning of this passage ? 
Whatever it be, this is the declaration of a fact con- 
cerning the issue of the awful day described.” ' 
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me from my sin. For I acknowledge 
sions; and my sin is ever before me. 
hysop, and I shall be clean » wash me). 


ay tFatogs 


This was David's prayer ; 





of every sincere christian in the world, but it is not the 
prayer of one who desires to quiet his conscience in 
the commission of sin. 

Another instance we find exemplified in St. Paul, 
who has brought forward the doctrine of Universal Sal- 


REMARKS. 


The writer of these remarks is so far from believing 
that the foregoing pieceyTespecting Universalism, will 
have any effect to disprove the doctrine in the minds 
of its friends, that he is persuaded that the weakness 
of the arguments will tend rather to confirm,the read- 
er in the sentiment. And as he considers that those 
pretended arguments are unworthy of a formal reply, 
he will only subjoin a few remarks. 

ist. After the writer speaks of two sorts of Univer- 
salismy that which allows a future punishment and 
that which does not, he expresses an opinion that there 
js no real difference im them, and says; ‘* Both are 
brought forward for the same purpose, to quiet the 
conscience in the commission of sin.” 

] will ask how this writer knows, that those, who 
have labored in their writings and in their preaching 
to persuade people to believe that God “ will have all 
men to be saved,” and that He “* worketh a] things 
after the counsel of his own will,” have done all this 
meaning thereby to ‘‘ quiet the conscience in the 
commission of sin?’ Did any Universalist ever tell 
this writer, that such was his motive? No, surely 
there did not. How then could the writer know it to 
bea fact? He did not know it—but he said it—is it 
true? Who has a right to give the answer? The Uni- 
versalist himself. Then the answer is given; it is not 
Reader, how much respect is due to a writer, 


—Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the righ- 
teousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life.-—Moreover the law entered that the 


did much more abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign, through righteous- 
ness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.—For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.—For it pleased the Father, that in him should 
all fulness dwell; and (having made peace by the 
blood of his cross) by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven.—I exhort, therefore, that 
first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men—for this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and 
one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
is not true? And with | Jesus; who gave himself a ramsom for all, to be testi- 

what doctrin uscicnce in so doing? ; fied induetime. Whereuntol anierdained a preach- 

After exercisiage ich [have directly to| er, and an apostle.—Therefore We ‘both labor and ouf- 

contradict this writer’s assertion, I will produce several | fer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who 
instances from the scriptures, where we have examples is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that be- 
of those who vindicated the doctrine of Universal Sal-| lieve.” Here again it is just to remark, that the doc- 
vation without any design to “‘ quict their consciences | trine of Universal Salvation cannot be quoted from any 
in the commission of sin.”? The first instance which J | writers, in modern times, in language which more 
will here mention is the case of the prophet David, | clearly or fully expresses it; and we have as gooda 
king of Israel. The reason I mention him is because ! right to say, that none of our late authors on the doc- 
he brought forward the doctrine of Universal Salvation, | trine have ever-given it countenance, as we have to 
in a very clear manner; had himself been guilty of| say that St. Paul_did not teachit. But will the writer, 
most heinous sins; but gives full evidence that he did|in the Christian Spectator, contend that St. Paul 
not maintain the doctrine of Universal Salvation for] brought forward this doctrine to guiel his conscience in 
the purpvse of quieting his conscience in the commis-| the commission of sin? Te be consistent with him- 
sion of sin. This inspired prophet brings forward the | self he must do so; and yet the divinely inspired apos- 
doctrine in question in the following clear and sublime} ties has left us a plain testimony to the contrary, as 
language: **] will declare the decree: the Lord hath | follows; “* What shall we say then? Shall we contin- 
said unto me, thou art my Son ; this day have! begotten | ve in sin that grace may abound? God forbid. How 
thee. Ask of me, and! shall give thee the heathen }:hall we that are dead to sin live any longer therein.— 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the | For the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men, 
earth for thy possession.—Alli the ends of the world | hath appeared, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness 
shall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; and all the | and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
kindreds ofthe nations shall worship before thee. For} and godly, in this present world.” 

the kingdom is the Lord’s; and he is the governor} It would be altogether inconsistent with the neces- 
among the nations. —And all men shall fear, and shall] sary limits prescribed for these remarks, to bring for- 
declare the work of God: for they shall wisely consid-| ward examples from all God’s holy prophets, who, 
er of his doing.—All nations whom thou hast made} since the world began, have testified the restitution of 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord ; and shall all things ; and indeed it seems unnecessary ; for if the 
glorify thy name. For thou art great, and doest won-| inspired David and St. Paul will not silence the false 
derous things: thou art God alone.—The Lord is good | accuser, be will continue his slanders in defiance of 
to all; and his tender mercies are oyer all his works.”’ | all the holy prophets. 

In the foregoing passages, quoted from the pro- However, as I] have presented him two very worthy 
phet David, the doctrine of Universal Salvation is | examples of those among the inspired servants of God, 
4s fully expressed as it is in the writings of any mod-| who taught the doctrine ‘of Universal Salvation with- 
ern author; but that the prophet brought forward this | out designing it to quiet the conscience-in the commis- 
doctrine to quiet his conscience in the commission of | sion of sin, I will now present him with an example of 
sin, we have full evidence to disprove. Hear his lan-!an entire opposite character. Jobn Calvin brought 


true. 
who knowingly states wha 
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guage which follows ; *“* Liave mercy upon me, O God,— | forward a doctrine, which, no doubt, quieted his con- 
wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, aud cleanse | science ix the commission of that diseracefnl abomina- 


: sres- tion of burning the peaceable, the i 

me with tvs at the stake! I might mention many others, as" 
rash meé; and I shall be examples, on this side, this dark side of the subject, 
whiter than snow.—Hide thy face fromr my sins, and but it is 
blot out all mine imiquities. Greate in me a: clean | 
heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within. me.” | science in-the commission of the most deadly abominia> 
and nothing can be more | 
evident than that he did not wish to quiet his con- 


science in the commission of sin. This is the prayer spicuous founder and apostle of that doctrine. 





offence might abound ; but where sin abounded, grace | 
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ofensive SERVE- 


so woundihg to humanity, though perfectly 
consistent with that doctrine which quiets the con- 
tions, that I hope this writer, in the Christian Specta- 
tor, will be’ satisfied with.one, as this one is the con- 


Concerning what this writer says about philosophy, 
I need only remark, that I do not think that the simple 
word philosophy will ever disturb his notions of religion, 
and I have my fears whether philosophy itself will ever 
set him right.. Almost all which he says, in nearly 


vation, in a most convincing light, in the following in- | two columns, amounts to: rio more than to say, that - 
spired language: ‘* For all have sinned, and come. 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his | 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. | 


Universalists do not rest their doctrine on the revealed 
testimony, but on the perfections of God, making use 
of some obscure passages to'give countenance to their . 
doctrine. This practice he combats with a zeal which 
might be justified if the subject was a matter of-fact.; 
but who that are acquainted with the writings of Uni- 
versalists, do not know that this writer has done them. 
injustice in this pretention ? 

But as he contends that the word of God must de- 
cide the great question concerning the final salvation 
of man,.we will notice a few passages, in addition to 
those above quoted from David and St. Paul. See 
Gen. xii. 3.. God: said to Abraham; ‘“ In thee shall 
all families of the earth be blessed.” Again, chapter 
xxii. verse 18, ‘* And in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed.”” Chapter xxvi. verse 4, God 
said to Isaac; ‘In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.”” Chapter xxviii. verse 14, God 
said to Jacob; ‘‘ In thee, and in thy seed, shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” St. Paul in his epis- 
tle to the Galatians, makes application of these pro- 
mises. See Gal. iii. 8, ** And the scriptures, foresee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, in 
thee shall all nations be blessed.” Here we are certified 
that the blessing, which God promised in favor of al! 
the nations of the earth, is justification through faith, 
See what St. Paul further. says on this subject of the 
divine promise. Acts xiii. 32,33, ** And we declare 
unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was 
made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus 
again.” And further, to show that the resurrection of 
Jesus fulfilled the promise of blessing all nations in Je- 
sus, I notice the apostle’s words, Rom. iv. 25, “* Who 
was delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification.” 

But what credit is there due to all these promises of 
our heavenly Father, and all the testimony of the a- 
postles and prophets? and what if God does wiil that 
all men shall be saved? And what if Jesus gave him- 
self a ransom for all, and by the grace of God: tasted 
death for everyman? And of what consequence is:it to 
the world that the Father sent the Son to save it, sv 
long as Jesus said to his disciples ; ‘‘ He that believeth 
and is baptised shall be saved; and he that believeth 
not shall be damned?” ‘To be damned is to be sent to 
hell in a future state, and to be tormented in fire and 
brimstone to all eternity! Who says so? All the sn- 
perstition which antichristiaa clergy have maintained 
for centuries. How-does Jesus himseif explain what 
he means by the condemnation which is consequent 
on unbelief? See John iii. 17, &c. ** For God sent. 
not his Son into the world to condemn the world ;. but 
that the world through him might be saved, He that. 
believeth on him is not condemned: .but he.that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already ;. because he hath. 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
Ged. And this is the condemnation, that light has 
come into the world, and men loved darkness. rather 
than light, because their deed were evil.” Thus we 
have what Jesus meant by condemnation, in his.own 





words, and we can compare it with what clerical: 
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superstition says he meant, and know the difference. 
Jesus never gave the least intimation that unbelief moral con 
wvould be the cause of condemnation to any in a futare those actions which are no 
world, nor at all beyond the duration of unbelief; but, lic, 
superstition is blind enough to contend that condemna- ' whic 
tion for unbelief will continue after there is no unbe- eye of the community? 


lief in the universe ! ’ 
But this writer contends that Jesus explained what 


he meant by condemnation, in his account of what he 


calls “* the judgment day,” in the 25th of Matthew.— | 


He says; “I take it for granted that this is the judg- 
ment day which is mentioned in this passage.” Yes, 
he takes it for granted! 
ing that we must believe nothing but what the word 
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Just above he was contend-, 









‘is what we call religious person, do they judge by his | dence. They do, in fact, oft "# think sely, 
nduct? or in other words, do they judge by} very good. To see the way in which their zeal 
t performed before the pub-| ates and spends itself, is sometimes very amusing to 4 
and from motives of pride or ambition, or by those | beholder. They are attached to a minister, and ¢ 

h are performed in open day light and before the | too much caiimet be said in his praise. They bide the 
Do they inquire whether he | hour in whieh they became acquainted with hj, er 
‘is an honest man? Whether he fulfils his promises, pays | he has been the means of saving their souls from end. 
| {less perdition. Every one that believes not as he 


his debts punctually, “ visits the fatherless and widows | 
in their affliction,” is not dogmatical, or proud, or in-| is in the broad road to destruction. They endeavour, 


dolent, or quarrelsome? Whether he is a kind father, | by going from house to house, to rally the whole neigh. 
or dutiful child? Whether he loves his neizbor as|hourhood tohearhim preach. Every sermon jg the 
himself, and does nothing to others which he is unwil- | best they ever heard him deliver, and it really does 
ling they should do him ? We must answer in the ne-/| their souls good to sit under_his ministry. [f he 
| gative ; for we all very well know thata man’s reli-| points a conference, no dom@stic concerns can k 
them at home.. They realize the worth of souls, and 
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of God declares. But now he takes it forgranted! I | gious character does not rest, in the estimation of many, 
will inform this writer that I have abundantly proved, | upon the performance of these duties which we have 


in a sermon, which is published, on what he calis the 
judgment day, that the Saviour carefully confined all 
this account to the generation in which he lived; 
which any candid person may easily see, if he will, 
without prejudice, read the last part of the 23d, the 
whole of the 24th and 25th chapters of St. Matthew in 
‘connexion. 

One remark more and I close. This writer says ; 
** The question respecting the extent of the atonement 
has nothing to do with the question before us; for 
whether the atonement be made for all or only for the 
elect, it still remains to ascertain whether there are no 
personal conditions of acceptance with God.” It is 
evident that the writer believes there is an elected 
number for whom the atonement was made. This he 
takes for granted! Is this according to his rule of in- 
ductire philosophy 2? Would Bacon own this? Is this 
Newtonian? Well, God, from all eternity elected 
some to everlasting life, and for them it is certain that 
an atonement has been made. But according to this 
writer, they may be lost eternally for not complying 
with certain personal conditions ! On the other hand, 
if those who were not elected are comprehended in the 
atonement and should comply with those personal con- 
ditions, he admits, that they can be saved as well as 
the elect! What is the conclusion? Answer, elec- 
tion did not secure the salvation of the elected; nor 
did reyrobation render the condemnation of the repro- 
bate certain. H. B. 
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** Do ye look on things after the outward appearance 2” 
2 Cor. x. 7. 
There is always a great danger of deception attend- 


ing this practice of judging from the ‘* outward appear- 
ance.” The oufside may not always be a correct re- 
presentation of that which is within. The scribes and 
pharisees, notwithstanding they outwardly appeared 
righteous unto men, within were full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity. Our Saviour said, ** Woe unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye for a pretence make 
long prayer ; ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cum- 
min, and have omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy and faith ; ye make clean the 
oulside of the cup and of the platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess ; ye are like unto whit- 
ed sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful * out- 
ward,’ but are within full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness.”” They did their works to be seen of 
men; and as they made some proselytes, it is reasona- 
ble to suppose that they deceived those who looked on 
things after the “‘ outward appearance.” 

Although it is so apparent that there is a great dan- 
ger of deception attending the practice to which I have 
alluded, yet our observation compels us to believe, 
that many in this age and country follow it. And ] 
need not allude to many circumstances to justify my 
assertion. Do not many people judge of a person’s 
character and religious attainments by the * outward 
appearance ’” Ifthey wish to ascertain whether one 


‘named. He may do all these things, he may be a 


‘their views of salvation, and who very seidom attend 





‘were wicked at heart. 


good moral man, and yet not a religious one. Some- 
times we hear sour, censorious, unsocial, unhappy peo- 


ple, whose charity, if they have any, is as limited as 


to the moral duties of mankind, spoken of as men ofa 
religious character, and that, too, of the highest grade. 
Thus people who judge of things by the ‘‘outward ap- 





pearance’? are constantly deceived. They suppose 
religion to consist in what it does not: as thovsh a) 
Villian in a good suit of clothes were better (han an) 
honest man in rags. ! 

A constant attendance upon public worship is thought | 
by them to be a sure indication of religious feeling.— | 
If a person will go to meeting through heat and cold, 
storms and tempests, be will most surely be thought to! 
be uncommonly religious by those who * look on | 
things after the outward appearance.” But what is | 
more probable than that people can attend meeting 
from motives other than that of worshipping God ‘ in 
spirit and in truth?’ If they do, their attendance is 
no evidence of religious feeling, nor of love to God or 
man. There have been some instances in which peo- 
ple have become erternally religious, that they might 
the more effectually deceive their fellow-men. They 
They had formed some sinis- 
ter design, for the accomplishment of which it was ne- 
cessary they should have the confidence and respect 
of others. Knowing what a commanding influence a 
religious character possessed, they adopted the quick- 
est method to make the unsuspecting think theirs was 
such. They took good care of the ‘‘outward appear- 
ance.” They wore a solemn visage, spoke in a long 
and mournful tone, frequently lifted their eyes to 
heaven, and put their hands upon their breast, told of 
their great love of souls, always were constant at 
meeting, and were careful to sit where every one 
could see them. The faithfui warned the unsuspect- 
ing, told them these people were hypocrites ; but they 
never could believe it, until they found their purses 
no heavier, and themselves no better on their account. 
I should always be afraid of a man who continually 
talked of religion ; | mean that I should be afraid that 
his religion was alltalk. It is a practice among wick- 
ed people to say much in favor of that duty which they 
never perform. An intemperate man, especially if he 
be not generally known as such, will speak much a- 
gainst drunkenness, and point out to you the disadvan- 
tages under which drunkards generally labour. Men 
addicted to lying will speak much in favour of those 
that speak the truth ; and we find people generally 
disposed to say much against the very sins to which 
they are the most addicted ; especially, it they think 
it is not known that they are addicted to them. And 
their design is obvious—it is to lull suspicion. 

But there is a class of people, externally very re- 
ligious, who have another motive for their zeal and 
strict attention to public worship and christian ordinan- 
ces. ‘They love the praise of men, and they have a 
species of pride which they delight in feeding. They 
love to be thought religious, but not because they wish 








to injure any one by the means of a misplaced confi- 


they must go that ewening to do something for God,— 
The meeting was precious. They felt their sonls 
drawn out in love, and, although the most unworthy 
worms of the dust, they would speak a few Words up 
on the occasion. They were sensible'of "their own 
great wickedness ; the; had done every t they, 
ought not to have done, and left undone e in 
they ought to have done. At the close of themeet- 
ing, the minister felt it his duty to say that what 
said had convinced him that the spirit had been # 
work in their hearts, and he had been much refresha 
with their relations that evening. He was satisfied. 
that they were good christians, and he bid them Got 
speed. The minister judged by the “ outward ap 
pearance,’ and so did the people. And hence all this 
which we have named passes in the world for pure re- 
ligion. Thus the wild fire of fanaticisin does its execv- 
tion: it rages from mind to mind, and makes its havoc. 
Sometimes a whole neighbourhood is inflamed with it, 
and this is denominated a precious rerival, by whicha 
revival of pure religion is meant. But this is the “out- 
ward appearance.”’ An urprejudiced and philanthro- 
pic person would weep to see the want of charity, 
good-will, forbearance, and love, the manifestations of 


intolerance, bitt it. and hypocrisy 
which are too oft after they have 
been made the subjects of the evivals, Bosom 


compani.s are set at variance ; and families which 
were once nurseries of concord, peace, and love, now 
wear away their days in ill-will and contention. The 
husband blames the wife because he has to perform 
the duty of both, and she him because he has no reli- 
gion, of which she has been informed by the minister. 
But these are not the effects of religion. ‘+ The fruit 
of the spirit is lore, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance. 

The foregoing remarks will shew us some things im 
which there is great danger of our being deceived 
when we * look on things after the outward appear 
ance.”* But these are not the only things in the ex- 
amination of which we should use caution. Pride and 
hypocrisy are artful ; and they impose themselves up- 
on us in many a specious garb. But while we are 
careful to avoid deception and imposition, let us'Be & 
qually so net to impose on others. Let pietyghave 
your unqualified approbation wherever you may find 
it. Itis unostentatious, and it loves retirement ; and 
this is the reason it passes through the world unobser'- 
ed by those who “ lock on things after the outward ap- 
pearance.” It worships God from a love of his char- 
acter, and when it treads the courts of the Most High, 
it is that it may commune both with him and bis crea 


tures, and not that it may excite the gaze or applause 
of men. RICHARDS. 
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We have received the first number of a new work 
entitled “ Evancenica, Rerertory,” edited by 
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